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Model No….P&B
Rating Guide


 5   
Markedly superior





 4  
Marginally superior





 3  
Same as current sail




 2  
Marginally inferior





 1  
Markedly inferior

Sail tested with
      Current Headsail   OR      x    New Headsail

	Wind conditions
	Light

> 10 kt
	Moderate

10 to 18 kt
	Heavy

< 18 kt

	Est wind speed
	
	12-18
	

	Close hauled performance
	
	
	

	     Pointing ability
	
	3
	

	     Boat speed
	
	3
	

	     Weather helm
	
	3
	

	     Heeling moment
	
	4
	

	Reaching performance
	
	
	

	     Boat speed
	
	4
	

	     Weather helm
	
	3
	

	Running performance
	
	
	

	     Boat speed
	
	3 ( see notes on headsail form)
	

	Sheet loading
	
	3
	

	Crew Weight kg
	
	
	

	     Helmsman
	
	100
	

	     Crew
	
	65
	

	Ease of gybing
	
	3
	


Additional comments
More responsive and “fun” on the reach (either two or three sail). The new sail plan seemed to lift the bow getting the boat on the plane quicker. 

The boat generally felt a bit more “dinghy like”.

Better gust response certainly improved upwind handling
Loose foot resolves the issue of the “pole launcher style” spinnaker pole getting trapped between the sail and the shroud.
The boat was a bit easier to sail, and should assist lighter crews to sail better. This ability to sail better may be interpreted as the boat going faster, but I did not get the feeling that boat was actually faster, except maybe on the reach, just that we were able to get more out of it with a little less “grunt”.
The Mylar main and Dacron jib combination certainly improved all round visibility and should reduce incidents.

Although I did not expect to like the mixed sail materials I was pleasantly surprised at how they looked and asking others, both F15 sailors and otherwise),, as to how the boat looked the response was overwhelmingly, although not exclusively, positive. “At first glance I thought it was a 505 coming down the lake” was one response.
Prior to use I was concerned about the lower boom, but in reality this was not an issue.
I was somewhat reticent about the need for change, being concerned that as the class occupies a unique position among the range of boats generally available, the down sides of change, already listed by others in the forum, would outweigh any potential benefits. I was also concerned that changing the sails to make it “look more modern” was not a valid argument. However to my mind both the look and the handling of the boat are much improved, and providing the overall running costs of a boat that competes on the circuit are not significantly increased, then both Tracy and I would be keen to see the proposed changes implemented as soon as possible.

Helmsman……Chris Harris…………..
Date tested…03/10/10…………….

