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Flying Fifteen newsletter August 2010

	Hi, I’m Sue Bannister and I sail a fifteen with my husband Peter at Hayling Island. I have just been elected President of the British isles Flying Fifteen Association (BIFFA) and I want to use a newsletter to do two things:
1. To hear from you
2. To keep you informed of events, developments, news and any other goings-on.
It doesn’t matter whether you sail on the coast, in a bay or an estuary or are about to go to La Rochelle for the European Championships, sail a brand new boat or a beautiful Classic, I want to hear from you. It would be wonderful if members kept in touch and whilst it is not always possible or practical to speak in person, the website, forum, group emails and the fleet captains, dinghy show, with possible socials, on and off water training and electronic updates are just some of the possibilities of bringing us all together to share ideas for the benefit of class. Please use any or all of them
It’s fun when we get it right, it great to chat with the likes of Steve Goacher and Phil Evans what it feels like to be National champion once again, or have a social after sailing with fellow sailors. In the month of August the fleets around the country are busy competing in a host of a week long regatta at Cowes “the home of the FF”, Poole, Falmouth, Hayling Island, Bala, La Rochelle France, Clyde and Clywedog. 

Please send a race report to Mike Thompson at publicity@flying15.org.uk
Where ever you are I would like to wish you great sailing.
	 
	So were to do we start! 
What do you members want? 
We have listening ears as elected committee members and we prepare and share your proposal ideas, rules and concerns, with fellow members
Committees do have to make decisions but we wish to make these in accordance with your wishes and then keep you in touch and informed of what’s occurring.
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Sue Bannister getting acclimatised for the mid winter championships!  Send your Caption Wanted! publicity@flying15.org.uk 
 

	Schedule of sail plan
We propose to offer the following clubs the chance to try the new sails on the following dates: 
	29th July to 9th August
	Loch Lomond
	En-route

	14th to 23rd August
	Draycote Water
	to Europeans

	29th Aug to 10th Sept
	Northampton
	Please take to Southerns

	11th to 20th Sept
	Chew Valley
	Please take to Llangorse

	25th Sept to 4th Oct
	Llangorse
	 

	9th to 29th Oct
	Hayling Island 
	Fleet Captains meeting 

	30th October 
	Fleet Captain's meeting 
	Venue TBC 

	30th Oct to 22nd Nov 
	Queen Mary
	 

	November 
	South Cerney 
	TBC 

	December 
	Derwent Reservoir 
	TBC 

	January 
	Grafham Water 
	TBC 

	February 
	Datchet 
	TBC 



	 
	Guess where?
Is one of the pictures taken at your club, let us hear your story of the race or event.  Best story will be initial to win a 2 free tickets RYA Dinghy Show next March. Closing date 30th August 
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	Topic of the month 
Objective of Sail Plan : http://www.flying15.org.uk/news
Tell us what you think about the proposals for a new rig
Latest News on website
http://www.flying15.org.uk/racereports/results2010/tnt_results_2010.pdf

So what is occurring? We need to hear from you members.
Send us everything  - we love captions,
We miss hearing from Datchet Bab.  
I hear on the grapevine their steaming at Dovestone too; let’s hear from you.
	 
	Next Event
Our hearty support to all members going out to the Flying Fifteen European Championship 2010 23rd - 27th August LA ROCHELLE – France

This event is looking to be another excellent championships with over 41 entries to date, it is great to see the enthusiasm of partners and competitors alike. 

This is what it is all about.  We hope the winds, wine and cuisine are kind, all the very best to our UK contingency, looking forward to the reports.  http://www.srr-sailing.com/events/major-events-2010/
 

	
RULES CORNER  Making our racing fair for all
Rules defining obstruction    Rule 19.2(a), Room to Pass an Obstruction: Giving Room at an Obstruction.  Rule 20.1, Room to Tack at an Obstruction: Hailing and Responding. Rule 64.1(c), Decisions: Penalties and Exoneration.   A leeward port-tack boat, hailing for room to tack when faced with an oncoming starboard-tack boat, an obstruction, is not required to anticipate that the windward boat will fail to comply with her obligation to tack promptly or otherwise provide room. 
     
Summary of the Facts - S hailed PL as the two dinghies approached each other on collision courses. PL then twice hailed ‘Room to tack’, but PW did not respond. PL, now unable to keep clear of S, hailed a third time, and PW then began to tack. At that moment, S, which was then within three feet (1 m) of PL, had to bear away sharply to avoid a collision. PW retired and S protested PL under rule 10. The protest committee disqualified PL observing that, not having had a timely response from PW, she should have used her right to luff and forced PW to tack.  PL appealed, claiming that: (1)  she had no right to force PW onto the opposite tack;  
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